
Understanding Different Drywall Textures 

Drywall texture adds dimension and character to walls and ceilings while helping to hide imperfections. Below is an overview of the most 
common drywall textures, their characteristics, and where they’re typically used. 

1. Smooth Finish 
• Description: Flat, clean surface with no texture. 
• Appearance: Sleek and modern. 
• Pros: Easy to paint, ideal for modern or high-end designs. 
• Cons: Shows imperfections more easily. 
• Best For: Contemporary homes, commercial spaces. 

 
2. Orange Peel 

• Description: Slightly bumpy texture, like the skin of an orange. 
• Appearance: Subtle, uniform. 
• Pros: Hides small flaws, easier to clean than heavy textures. 
• Cons: May require professional spraying equipment. 
• Best For: Residential interiors, hallways, and offices. 

 
3. Knockdown 

• Description: Spray-applied texture that is lightly troweled to 
create a mottled, flattened look. 

• Appearance: Soft, rustic finish. 
• Pros: Hides imperfections well, popular in many homes. 
• Cons: Requires skill to apply evenly. 
• Best For: Living rooms, ceilings, open concept spaces. 

 
4. Skip Trowel 

• Description: Hand-applied with a trowel, creating a random, 
plaster-like texture. 

• Appearance: More dramatic and artistic. 
• Pros: Custom look, excellent at concealing flaws. 
• Cons: Labor-intensive. 
• Best For: High-end homes, accent walls, ceilings. 

 
 
 

5. Slap Brush (Stomp) 
• Description: Applied with a brush in a stomping motion. 
• Appearance: Heavy, artistic texture. 
• Pros: Good coverage for uneven surfaces. 
• Cons: Not ideal for small or modern spaces. 
• Best For: Ceilings or rustic-style rooms. 

 
6. Popcorn 

• Description: Thick, bumpy ceiling texture with a cottage 
cheese appearance. 

• Appearance: Heavily textured. 
• Pros: Sound-dampening hides ceiling flaws. 
• Cons: Outdated look, hard to clean or paint. 
• Best For: Ceiling only (not commonly used today) 

 
7. Sand Swirl 

• Description: Created using a brush and sanded joint 
compound in a swirling pattern. 

• Appearance: Elegant, patterned texture. 
• Pros: Decorative yet subtle. 
• Cons: Time-consuming application. 
• Best For: Ceilings, formal rooms. 

 

Choosing the Right Texture 

When selecting a drywall texture, consider: 
• The style of your home (modern vs. rustic). 
• Room function (easy-to-clean surfaces for kitchens, softer 

textures for living rooms). 
• The desired level of imperfection coverage. 
• Whether you want a hand-applied custom look or a 

machine-sprayed uniform finish. 


